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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Happy to be able to talk to you about affordable learning and some of the ways we support that
Feel pretty confident that what I am about to say comes as no great surprise – college is expensive




Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, The Economics Daily, College tuition and fees increase 
63 percent since January 2006 on the Internet at https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2016/college-tuition-and-
fees-increase-63-percent-since-january-2006.htm (visited April 09, 2019).
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Cost of commercial textbooks has been on the rise




National Association of College Stores. (2018). Highlights from Student Watch Attitudes & Behaviors 
toward Course Materials. Retrieved from http://www.nacs.org/research/studentwatchfindings.aspx

http://www.nacs.org/research/studentwatchfindings.aspx


$1,200
Oregon State University. (n.d.). Cost of attendance. Retrieved from 
https://financialaid.oregonstate.edu/cost-attendance
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Estimated cost of attendance
https://financialaid.oregonstate.edu/cost-attendance
Books and supplies 3 terms $1,200
Statewide average closer to $1400 (7% of total cost of attendance) – students who are housing or food insecure




$23,500
College Results Online. (2019). Oregon State University. The Educationa Trust. Retrieved 
from  http://www.collegeresults.org/collegeprofile.aspx?institutionid=209542
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College Results Online http://www.collegeresults.org/collegeprofile.aspx?institutionid=209542




28.3%
College Results Online. (2019). Oregon State University. The Educational Trust. Retrieved 
from  http://www.collegeresults.org/collegeprofile.aspx?institutionid=209542
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Al this puts a significant financial strain on students
Pell Grant eligible 
College Results Online http://www.collegeresults.org/collegeprofile.aspx?institutionid=209542




51%
HECC Office of Research and Data.  (2016-2018). Statewide higher education statewide snapshot. Oregon.gov. 
Retrieved from https://www.oregon.gov/highered/about/Documents/Commission/COMMISSION/2018/01_Jan-
11-18/7.1b%20Institutional-Snapshots-DRAFT.pdf
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2016-2017 Report Oregon Higher Education
51

Increases time to completion, debt upon leaving
% of students were unable to meet expenses with expected resources: family contributions, student earnings, and grant aid



66%
Florida Virtual Campus. (2018, Dec. 20). 2018 student textbook and course materials survey. Retrieved from 
https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/2018+Student+Textbook+and+Course+Materials+Survey+-
+Executive+Summary.pdf/3c0970b0-ea4b-9407-7119-0477f7290a8b

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key findings Florida report


66.6% Did not purchase textbooks

	37.6% earned poor grade

	19.8% failed course

In fall 2015, 34% of respondents had their materials at least two weeks before classes started. By spring 2018, that number had fallen to 21% with 25% waiting until after the first week of classes.





47.6% occasionally or frequently take 
fewer classes

45.5% did not register for a course

26.1% drop a course

20.7% withdraw for a course

Florida Virtual Campus. (2018, Dec. 20). 2018 student textbook and course materials survey. Retrieved from 
https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/2018+Student+Textbook+and+Course+Materials+Survey+-
+Executive+Summary.pdf/3c0970b0-ea4b-9407-7119-0477f7290a8b
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Florida Virtual Survey



Open Educational Resources
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Open Educational Resources



“The Affordable College Textbook Act seeks to 
reduce the cost of textbooks at U.S. colleges and 

universities by expanding the use of open textbooks 
(and other open educational resources) that 
everyone can use, adapt and share freely.” 

SPARC. (2019). The Affordable College Textbook Act. Retrieved from https://sparcopen.org/our-
work/affordable-college-textbook-act/
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The legislation was introduced in the 116th Congress on April 4, 2019 Senators Dick Durbin (D-IL), Tina Smith (D-MN), Angus King (I-ME), and Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ) and Representative Joe Neguse (D-CO). The bills have not yet been assigned numbers, but the text can be viewed here.

Congress took a first step in support of OER last year by appropriating $10 million for Open Textbook Pilot grants through the U.S. Department of Education. These grants have since proved that every dollar invested in OER can achieve even greater savings—the first three funded projects expect to save students at least $30 million within the next five years. The Affordable College Textbook Act would go further by providing permanent authorization for an open textbook grant program. The bill would also direct institutions of higher education to include information about OER in course schedules, increasing transparency so that students can make more informed decisions.



“Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, 
learning or research materials that are in the 
public domain or released with intellectual 
property licenses that facilitate the free use, 

adaptation and distribution of resources.”
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OER definition
Usually licensed under a CC license



Retain
Reuse
Revise
Remix
Redistribute

“cc creative commons” by Creative Commons is licensed 
under licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International license.



Full courses 
Course materials 

Modules 
Textbooks

Streaming videos
Tests 

Software
Etc.



To address a particular teaching style or learning style
To adapt for different course levels
To adapt for a different discipline

To adjust for a different learning environment
To address diversity needs

To address a cultural preference
To support a specific pedagogical need

To address core competencies
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Why go OER? Besides saving money



Access on the first day of class



Adopt
Adapt
Author



https://openstax.org/subjects
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Examples of Open Textbooks




https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
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OSULP Open Textbook collection




Biochemistry Free For All
by Kevin Ahern and Indira Rajagopol

Intro to Permaculture
by Andrew Millison

Anatomy and Physiology
by Lindsay Biga et al.

Romeo and Juliet
by Rebecca Olson

Intro to Microbiology
by Linda Bruslind

A Primer for Computational Biology
by Shawn O'Neil

Marine Law and Policy
by Holly Campbell

A Tale of Two Systems
by Rene Reitsma

Strategic Marketing in the Global Forest Industries
by Eric Hansen and Heikki Juslin

Joy of Cryptography
by Mike Rosulek

Classical Sociological Theory and Foundations of American 
Sociology

by Allison Hurst

Introduction to Climate Change
by Andreas Schmittner et al.

Monitoring Animal Populations and their Habitats
by Brenda McComb

Living with Earthquakes in the Pacific Northwest
by Robert Yeats
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Textbooks authored at OSU
Where do I start?
You don’t have to start from scratch



400,000 ebooks

60,000 streaming videos

80,000 online journals
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Not OER but still awesome - Library



To provide faculty support in 
selecting, adapting, adopting or 
authoring open access course 

materials
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Preview of what OER unit can do for you
Plans for the unit
Note not just for Ecampus
Call for RFP 




HB 2871

https://open.oregonstate.edu/textbooks/upload-process.htm
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