
The Marine Studies Initiative 
Advancing excellence in marine-related education, research, and 

outreach and engagement across OSU and the state

Update: February 14, 2019

• Marine Studies building & student housing in Newport
• Academic program development
 Category I “Marine Studies” undergraduate degree (CLA)
 Expanded @ Hatfield Marine Science Center

• Student engagement and recruiting
• Upcoming events



OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

Promote ocean literacy

Life-support system - weather & climate – economic vitality – inspiration

Builds on: 
• OSU strengths
• Market demands

Creates: a competitive edge, including to build enrollment
- 500 students at coast & 750 in Corvallis

Advancing excellence in marine-related education, research, 
and outreach and engagement across OSU and the state



- Ocean & coastal 
changes, e.g., 
increasing populations, 
climate change

- Blue economy & 
growth

- Employers seeking 
skills for 
transdisciplinary 
problem-solving

Job Markets

- Training in 
environmental 
fields

- Interest in ocean 
and coasts

- Experiential 
education

Student Demand



New recruiting brochure 
available online and in print



Estimated completion: 
early 2020

New Marine Studies Building
Hatfield Marine Science Center Newport, Oregon

“on schedule and budget”



http://webcam.oregonstate.edu/msiwest

January 15, 2019



Estimated completion: 
early 2020

Photo by Mark Farley, HMSC/OSU

Marine 
Studies 
Building

Hatfield 
Marine 
Science 
Center



 Marine Studies undergraduate degree program –
College of Liberal Arts

 Engaging undergraduates across campus & the coast

Academic program development



Marine Studies Undergraduate Degree Program

Housed in College of Liberal Arts



Undergraduate degree in Marine Studies 

Thanks to writing team:
• Marion Rossi, CLA Associate Dean & Professor, School of Arts and Communication
• Kristen Milligan, Associate Director MSI
• Liddy Detar, Senior Instructor, School of Language, Culture and Society
• Jacob Hamblin, Professor, School of History, Philosophy and Religion
• Ana Spalding, Assistant Professor, School of Public Policy

- Emphasize the human dimensions of the ocean 
and coasts while building on foundational 
knowledge about their natural characteristics

- Provide deeper understanding of the complex 
social, cultural, historical, and economic nature 
of the marine environment.

- Complement existing marine-related programs 
in natural sciences



Undergraduate degree in Marine Studies 

Elements
• Housed in CLA
• BA or BS
• 55 credits– allows for minors
• Features new courses, internship, 

capstone, & tracks of specialization
• ‘Core’ curricula draws on courses 

from COS, CEOAS, CAS, and CLA
• Coastal course requirements

Status
• Category I submission in-process
• ‘MAST’ designator proposal, for 

several of the ‘core’ courses
• 7 New courses, more on way



Estimated completion: 
early 2020
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Expanded programs 
Hatfield Marine Science Center

Everything is so hands-on here. 
I would do it all again in a heartbeat.

- David Fletcher, Marine Biology student



Estimated completion: 
early 2020

Photo by Mark Farley, HMSC/OSU

• Coordinated course offerings at HMSC

• Year-round, patterned after existing successful programs in summer and spring 
terms

• Multiple courses per term

• Exploring two-term sequences (potential third term internship and/or research)

• Incentives for teaching at the coast

• Summer 2019 (10 courses)

• Exploring Fall 2019

Expanded programs Hatfield Marine Science Center



Experiential learning and student engagement

MSI Advisor
Cynthia Leonard





Upcoming Events

April 13th 10am - 4pm 
Hatfield Marine Science Center,  Newport
Come spend a day at the coast surrounded by 
everything marine! For an entire day, HMSC is open 
to the public, with researchers and students talking 
about marine science and all the amazing work that 
goes on inside HMSC.

life of (Eds.) 

Spring term faculty field trips to 
Hatfield Marine Science Center
- and life of (Eds.) 
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